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ADVERTISEMENT, 



THE German: Mufe Has fince thefe laft forty years 
generoufly emulated the mufes^ of Greece^ orRome, and 
of Britannia^ True to- nature,, the firft teaeher and ob- 
ject of all, and ftrong by heE national idiom, which is< 
poliihed, expreilive, and muficalj ihe hafr infpiredi 
many of her favourites,; and produced^ fuccefsfui' at- 
tempts, which have ftoodT the trial of candid criti- 

V * * 

eifm, and will' bear even thehatdfer proof of tranflation. 
The late profeflbc Zachariae at Brunfwick fBared her fa- 
vours 7 and it is> preiumed. that a tranflation' of his Tabby 
may alford feme amu^ment to- tholfe ladies and gentle- 
men, whofe tafte and applaufe are not confined to cHt- 
mates aid countries, and whofe judgment is notpreju— 
diced againft any poetical perfocmance but that of {cau- 
dal and of indecency. To thenvitishumblyinfcribed,. 
together with fome other works of the fame poet, which^ 
will appear in this very form unlefs the Tranflatot 
fhould be told : Proceed no further L 
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of N G, fmUing Mufe I the heroic atchkvements and the 
lamentable fate of an immortal Tabby ; he pafTed the black 
banks of Cocvytusj as other heroes his bones were entombed 
m marble. 

And thoxLj gentle Rofaura ! for three hours thy tears be- 
wailed the untimely end of thy favourite^— longer than many 
buxom widows bewail the lofs of their gouty huibands ! Ant- 
tnate my fpog with thy conquering eye» which enfiames the 

heart; 



hearty fmile boldnefs into the Mufe's bread:, when fhe hears 
the Stygian floods roaring under her ftep^, and ventures to- 
mix with the melancholy crowds of ikipping fhades that wait 
the pleafure of Charon. 

Amidft the mofly towers of *n old caftle on: tBegay Bank^ 
of Albia lived old Baron Raban, and with him Rofaura his 
niece. There was not in that neighbourhood a lady, more beau- 
. tiful than his Rofaura. The- Graces were not more charming,, 
nor Venus more lovely when firft fhw- ftept forth from the 
waves. She was the uncle's darling; what flie defired, he 
would command* Yet her defires were but few-, and that the 
more engaged the afFedion of the domeftic and parfimonious 
man. Eleafed with herfelf in peaceful retirement, fhe ipent her 
days not troubled by envy or darfeened by pride. Two fociaL 
companions fliared her apartments, . a fleek ftriped tabby and a. 
t^ative gawdy coloured poll,, Att cacte over the occan^ and; 
bhatted away many hours of* hb miftrefs'a with an eloquence: 
knd improvemient. as effe£hial ais tbat c^ empty macarooies. 



Parting winter had juft then fliook from his ftormy wings; 
his laft (howers of tail: Spring rode triumphant over the; 
gently waving variegated carpets of viokte and tulips '3 . andj 
Philomela tried interrupted preludes to loftier ftrains, under 
the half-greeit ftirubs^ when ciiwfon Aurora arofe in the 

eaftem. 
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eaffera flcy; piercing breezes preceded herj with fiirill how- 
Kngs they roared around the lonely Gaftlc, and bid the fulky 
houfemaid to fetch fuel and ta light fires again; Tabby tha 
i?ake came home now over the roofs/ All the night long he 

Rad roamed through lonely barns and diiperfdcl . legions of 
rats. Their blood had drenched his j[liar|) arrtied jaws and^ 
drunk with vi£loi7> he had iported and rolled on the heaps 
©f the flain. Slily he ftole into the room^ when the chamber- 
maid came with the boiling kettle; to wake her dear miftrefs 

■ 

to tea. She found her ftill (lurabring; Ihe dropt again the 
niftling curtain> and left the Iady*s apartment on the tip of 
her toe -,, tired. fr(»n his nodurnal adventures Tabby laid him- 
felf dowiji at the fire-fide, ilretched his lion-paws, and foon- 
after fell unconcerned afleep* His fancies roamed in. golden 
dreams^ He faw the forms of pretty pufiies aflembled about 
him; and heard the fighs of tendcrnefe and affeftion which 
on his account refounded at night from mofly roofs and ivy- 
clad tottering . walls ; then he thotight hinifelf lying familiarly, 
in the lap of Rofaura, by her lovely hand coaxed and ftroakedj. 
: and envied by fome noble blockhead, or fbme fjpruce Enfign. 
Vain fancies! He was doomed no longer to vifit the caverns 
of rats j, or the haunts of his pufiiesi No mojre to be rocked, 
in Rofaura*s arms, nor purring . to fall . afleep I . One ol' thofe 
furies, that with burning torch enfiame the hearts of Xantip— 
pe's to quarrel with their hufbands;. Alefto ftcered her way 

B z. back^ 
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back to Tartarus. Horrid and bl^ck (he rode on a fetid cloud, 
and pafled by Rofaura's windows. Prattling Polly was in his 
wire cage fafe ; »he cried^ ** Ugly Monfter," when the fhaKe- 
haired fury pafled by. Furies too have in their horrid bofoms 
tlie pride of beauty, and Alefto was lady enough to be highly 
provoked at that foul reproacli. She mutter'd: *^ Thy info- 
^ lence, villain, I might eafily punifli. My i:efentment might 
** wring thy treacherous throat ! This hell-lighted torch might 
^' burn thee to aihes .! But thou ^rt too infignificant for a god- 
<* defe immortal ! Begone, then, and abufe me at leifure in 
*' the ftomach of Tabby that fleeps there. To him I doom 
'<* ,thee aviftim." 

Slaving (lie approached our fleeping Tabby, infpired Tiim with 
her bloody revenge and fpoke to him fmoothly : ** Is't poffible? 

*' Thou fnoreft here at the fire-fide ? Thou pride of all tab- 
*=' %ies, -canft thou diu« forget, that honour calls thee to glo- 
'' rious a<9;ions, i^d to viftory which no other Tabby yet 
'.* attempted ? So nearly and nobly related to tigers, wilt thou 
•* purfue only the cowardly hoft of mice, and with powerful 
" fangs deftroy only long-tailed rats ? Doft thou not thirft for 
** nobler blood ? Behold yon favourite of Rofaura, how fancy 
** he bids thee defiance in his golden cage ; whenever he pleafes 
** he calls thee names, nay often he dares to iitter foul Ian- 
^' guage and curfes againft thy Rofaura. Too indulging fhe hears 

** him 
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," him. and rewards him with finiles, with fondnefs and flat- 
" tery, whilft thou art forgot and ncgleded. Do not fufFer the 
y chattering coxcomb any longer to eogrofs thy lady's favour 
" or to mimick . thy^ manly voice : in order to ridicule theeJ 
" The cage is but a. feeble and idle defence of the parafite! 
y Many canary birds were torn in^ their cages by- thy galtent 
" anceftors ! Make hafte then; deftroy the talkative Jlandercr 
** and his, pjumage.fo gay, which makes him proud, give it 
^^ to the winds, that they may blow it about^ and proclaim. 
It thy revenge and thy triumph,'' 



Thus l3ie^ Ptiry. Tabby abruptly awaked; looked round 
with fiery eyes, sind roared for blood. As from the top of 
Olympus a flafli of lightning rufhes dwvn to . the plains and 
flaatters. the blowing tree, under whofe fhades the ftiepherd'^ 
harmonious horn had often delighted the ear -, fo -Tabby ftarted 
from ihe firefide to deftroy his odious rival, and fwift as -a 
panther he- leapt on the ^ top of the cage- The tenant was ter-» 
rified, and dropt to the bottom, and cried *5 Murther, afllftancef 
"and mercy !";^ Yet muft he have fallen a prey to Tabby V 
attack, had not old Raban overheard -the- wild noife of the fbuf-- 
fle, and haftened to the place, where affiftance was wanted.' 
The trembling hand of the Lord happened to be armed with 
fiis knotty walking ftick; and jWhen he beheld Tabby, crampt 
viith his fangs over the cage with murtherous intent, he laid » 

it- 
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it with manly force on tlic fkull of Ro(aura*s fevourite. 
The cruel Parcae cut at once his ninefold life : Tabby dropt 

dead to the ground, on him the cage, over it the Baron ; 
and the apartment was (haken by the thundring ruin. . 

Wild was the noife. It ffi^tened and awakened Rofaura; 
in her night gown (he flew to her apartment, where aftonifhed 
flie beheld this fcene of bloody confufion. • Thrice rung with 
frightful found the filver bell through the echoing caftlej and 
before Betty arrived, Rofaura had already helped the old hero 
to her velvet arm chair. — ^When he had breathed and reco- 
vered his ; voice^ he dir^^ed i^ thundering . to the lady in 
tears- " Behold the dog there," he feid; " He was about 
** murtli^riug our Polly! but heavens! I am a man ftiUI 
" there he lies dead — the ravenQus villain 1 I warrant he 
** >yon't dare it again!" Thus bragging in his prid^, be 
iTiook thfice his vidlorious club over the body of Tabby. 
But the lady cried aloud ; fhe hid her fair fece and her tears 
in an^ hisndkerchi^f, and funk in an arm chair. Mufe, re- 
cord the .tcncjer lajpentations of the mourning lady, nor da 
thou forget the vociferous crie^ of Bettys for ihc came and 
echoed her lady. 
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*' Poor Tabby!" fighed Rofaura, *' miferabtc indeed is the 
fate wHich deprives me of thee !— Inglorious in the bk>om of 
thy life — Slain witli a ilick, ignobly and cruel — Slain by the 
fame hands which gave thee to mel Is there no life remain- 
ing ? And are thy green fparkling eyes fhut for ever ? Shall 
I no longer, ftroak thy manly whifkers, nor rub fparks from 
thy (liken coat in the dark. Thy bent back, and anticks and 
**^ capers will no more delight me i'' Thus Rofaura; and the 
chambermaid went on, *^ O Glory of Tabbies ! lordly were thy 
" looks'! they expreffed thy rank above the mean bred Tab- 
^^ bics of farmers ! Thy red ipangled collar was the envy of 
*^ all the cats around- It .became thee ! Now thou ait doomed 
" to rot, and thy collar with thee. Too pretty for rottennefs 
*^ and decay; I fhall take it to myfelf ! nor (hall it go to be 
** loft! Ah, thy purple blood trickles from thy headi Indeed 
^^ thou art dead — for ever, poor Tabby, thou art dead!'* 

At this lamentation the grief of the lady broke out afrefh. 
Even the old man joined in tears. He took the hand of his 
niece and led her away from this fcene of forrow ; and Betty 
cried louder, " Poor Tabby !** The lady replied fobbing, " Poor 
« Tabby r «* Tabby r echoed the walls j "Tabby! Tabby!", 
the parrot, whoforgave his enemy. 

C 2 Aledo 
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Alfefto beheld it with infernal delight ; hiding, (he ruflied 

through the darkening daj^ and plunged in^ the flood 
of. Orcus. . 



mmm 



C A N TO ii: 

.^S foon as the coaft . was .clear, and Betty. was left miftrefs 
of the room, the maik.of mourning dropt;. nor was (he any 

longer the echo of Rofaura!a grief. WcU pleafed flie looked 

down on . Tabby*s body, for {he had hated him full heartily 

when . alive. Thus . felf contented the cruel conqueror views 

the field of battle, and feeds his eyes on blood; high riding; 

on his prancing neighing horfe he leaps elated over the heaps: 

of bodies, flain, and when the . trumpet of his conquering troopg 

founds all around, he deems hin^felf to be a God. Scoffing^ 

the malicious chambermaid pufhed . the : bloody carcafe. with., her 

feet s , and with bands profane £he tore fcom its neck the . purple 

collar, embroidered with filver flowers and foliage, looked at it 

with avarice mean, rolled it up and faid, " Thank heavens ! thou 

*_^ villainous creature! thou hafl:- broken thy treacherous neck ! : 

'^': Happy, 
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•' Happy, thrice happy ! that I behoH thee thus humbled 1 I am 
" fure, that henceforth my lady cannot rock thee in her lap, nor 
*^ kifs thee with fondnefs. Fie ! Shame ! How could her beauti- 
** ful Kps prefs kiffes upon thee ! How could her delicate hands be 
" pleafed to fbroak thee ! Be gone now, thou ravenous thief! Steal 
•* partridges and dainties^ which I fayed for thy betters I Be gone, 
" now, thou glutton ! Kill pigeons and parrots ! 

Thus fhe infulted poor Tabby. Too fuddenly changes the fmooth 
language of courtiers, who have nothing to fear or to hope. 
Betty opened the window, took Tabby by ^ hind leg, and threw 
Jiim on the dunghill. Thus formerly the ftatues of Tyrants tum- 
bled from their pedeftals ; and the terrors of Rome, maimed ^mar- 
bles, were thrown into noifbme canals. 

% 

Meanwhile Rofaura was gone from the afflidlng fcene, and 
ftayed with her good natured old uncle. He attempted with kind- 
nefs to leffen her forrow. He fpdke of a jaunt to the Wells, pro- 
mifednew faihioned ftuiFs, and played on her fancy with Soucies 
and' Lilacs. Comforted, and gay ihe returned to her apartment ; 
Junmindful of her favourite, flie"<lid not think of his burial; and 
fate down to her toilet. Boxes opened, and drawers; the irons 
heated in cosds, and clouds of powder were puffed around her. 
Soon after rattling coaches foiled ki the court, and glittering ftran- 
gers arrived. The fdlemn fmell of coulis and paftry, and noble 

D . viands. 
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Tiands fpread from the kitohofi ; : and the gay. com{>any enjoyed^ the^* 
fongdinner^ well feafoned. with eafy jokea. The fparklingf ^laiTes; 
went round amon^ the fquires, till they> reeled and< bright Hef--* 
perus twinkled in the Wefti whilft Rofaura at the harpfiohord, fiirr^- 
rounded by liftning. admirers, charmed . the flying hours with fong; 
and with mufic. 'Twas thus that gjief and mourning^; were, fub^^ 
dued and: forgot ten. 



The groping foul of poor Tabby Kad haftcnedtO'^hell. Forgiver 

and vouchfefe, ye. Stygian powers, ye lonely (hades ! Thou, Ghaos : 
and Plegethon, and ye vaft caves of the dead, that I dare to dil^ 
clofe to the eye o£ the living , the unfathomable. depths of the abyA?» 
Tabby marched on through thick Cimmerian- d^rknefs,. over, 
the wide and gloomy plains of the Plutonian^mains. Hej*eached L 
the purlieus of Hell. There dwell bitter complaints,. revenging; 
forrow^ heart-felt painsj pale mortal difeafq?, dd Hg^ in fadnefs^, 
hunger, poverty, fear, and defpair. Erightfid vifions lordedithtre, , 
war and fnake. hairy difcord* Dreadful dgr«aitt$ ffuttsred in the : 
gloom of ruftRng elms* Terrible rftonft^rs roamed, crowded herds : 
of Centaurs ferocious^, of .Obrgons, of H]tflU»Ub .affld of ^l^jaOfvli 
haiyies*^' Tabby hafteiied, frightened and .tcembUrig: ilux»i^ aH I 
thefe horrors, to the Stygian * (horej iji fadi^eft and forlom^ ht: 
Skipped alopg the bianks of dark Cocytiw./. The, ftooAjcoftred Jrre-- 
fiftible. and wild towards t|ie gates of<d^a;di; .^ere plied-iddpk^ha^ < 
jfon, the iquallid.old.ferryman ; ,4iis:gpey bqu:4lLiacQmbed and wild^ , 

reaches 
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readier down to his ^prdk. Sulky hie fate in his faaigc, and fleered 
it (k>wif agaifift the.current* of roaring ^oods, to the fliore, where 
t^ioufandd of fouls had crowded to meet him. Here walked in pro- 
nufcuotts throng,: princes, players^ and poets, . whores and nuns, . 
goldmakers, robbers, attorneys and doctors, with fextons and well- 
pleafed heirs* There were, fouls of ladies of fafbion, with a reti^ 
nue of lapdogs^ of cats and of parrots, whilft the fliades of ncg- 
lefted' children wcre.left on the Ihore, and implored their mothers 
in vain^ . With that' proud contempt, which . is deemed to • become • 
the lady of fafliion, the mothers tucned them off, for their favourites 
ih^life, their;fweet pretty lapdogj. As when winter comes on, andi 
$k>Fea8 wafs through the.foreft and Cweeps the flcippvig leaves, de<- 
fayed aiwl dry, inttiick <?lou4s througl^.the vjiUey ; or as vociferous 
fwarms . (rf wandering, fea fo]yls.aflemt>Ie and cover the waves on : 
the cooft of Thule : . thus the fhades. hurried to the.river, and lifted 
their begging Mnds up to Charoji, w|vo took fome in his barge, . 
^ad. id]rov/» others }}{tc); w^th his oar ; for.tKefurly fellow does not. 

^ * • 

ferry any foifb over the Stygian waters and the floods of Cocytus 
but thofc who have fead the laft honour .of burial orj earth. Poor 
!Cabby*s jjiaid^ was likewife r^pefted. With ^ef and with forrow 
fej. rep5*ined on, ihei.b.anks, and hoppd for a paffage. in vain. He 
ventured into 'the water and tried .to crofs it by fwimmingj but 
Charon did catch him with Jus oar, and drove him back to the 
^n^ p^ppnding and diiinayed he mixed now with fpe6lres* 
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that haftened back to the world j and tints Ke retijutied t<y' fUfi 
caftle, where his body^ neglected, lay Hill oh the dunghill^ 
horror to the clown and the milkmaid. . 
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JLQNG had dart night vnth miglity wings fprcad all her (hades 

A § t 

over the world and the yillage. The frightened clock ftrudc 
twelve, that awful hour, when Jpeftres roam about with rattling 
chains, with fiery eyes, and in dreadful forms. Dead filencc 
reijgned.in the Gothic caftle; old Raban and his niece, the cook 
and the coachmen, and the hQUfemaids all lay buried deep in fleep, 
.except prim Betty, who lovingly awake, employed her needle at 
the light of the nightly lamp, embroidering ruffles for her dear 
black John the ranger ; when lo ! the midnight liour refounded 
through the lonely caftle. Her needle dropt at once from her 

* - * < 

trembling , hands j (he took her rulhlight, hailening frightened 
to the fpiral (tair. But fear mifled her fteps. Inftead of run- 
jiing to the upper ftory, and to her fnug and homely cell, (he 

hurried 
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liurried downward to the mufty cellars dreary vaults, which 
long difufcdj wafte and horrid, were now the gloomy dwellings ctf 
inaufpiciotts 4!>ats, of rats, of ghofts and of fpeftres. Here doleful 
ihrJeks ctld liglis were ofteA heard in awful midnight hours ; and 
Jack the t:oacfhman had beheld there Mueifli lights with glittering 
treaibres. The fri^ten'd m^d ftopt at the entrance, thundeN 
ftftick y C6ld pank is6rtot feieed tlie nymp^k a«id raifed her haif ; 
with horror ihe fled back again up ftairs, and was juft fafely 
landing in her diamber door^ when Tabby's ftiadow Jlew againft 
Tier, fierc6 and wild. She few his fpaikting eyes, how grim he 
fpit and gnafhed his teeth j and with a ftiHek fhe plunged 
into her bed* And-~therc (he lay for three long horrid hours, 
crerwhelmed with fear and feathers, from under which flie 
never dared to lift her head^ tifl with tlie xiling dawn of 
*day, fleep did bepn to VxCft and to pity her* 

But Tabby's fhadow haftened to the bedroom of oM Ra- 
hdn } he roared for veiigeance, and ieapt furious dn the table, 
from which the mght-lamp ipread her fairit and dying rays. 
The trembfing flame blazed up once more and Tabby's dying 
ihrieks and howlings founded tlirough the dark ^apartment. 
The old man Parted from his fleep and looked aghaft s he 
iaw the fiery eyes of Tabby, blowing heHifli flames from his 
aioftrils. Terrible he opened his mouth and fqualled aloud. 
The howling yelled through the caftlehalls till the ghofl 

E difappeared. 
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difappearcd. With terrors ; lefs he flew to Rofaura'^ chamber; 
•He appeared there in a dream, with countenance, pale. ^* F^ir 
^ ^ Rofauraj" be faid, " grant pardon to thy Tabby, if unwilling, . 
^ he breaks in upon thy flumbers ^ forgive a ghoi|t, j reeded on^ 
"the banks of black Cocytus, deprived now of .reflr and of 
.** home, , becaufe his body lies tmburied on the dunghill j>, nor 
have his bones found: any pity or a epvering- of duft. . Ah! 
could thy. favourite defbrve fuch ufage?. Is it- for having 
kindly kiifed your hands, ^ for having conflantly. concealed, to 
you my fangs ? Am I denied the indulgence, of a grave, that 
'* I waged loy^l war againft the rats, the ; enemies, you. moft 
" abhorred? Was it my fault that by. the fury's arts infidious,^! 
'^ was provoked againft your Polly? . Could I controul the. in- 
ftinft, wherewith almighty nature prompts to murder? Was 
not my painfijl death a: full atonepient for an innocent 

■ « • 

* crime? Ah, heavenly fair onej your heart is made for pity;; 
if Tabby pleafed you^ when^ he was. alive devoted- to ^ your 

* fervice, do. not permit his body^ to be a prey of ravenous 
dogs and of ducks voracious 1 . Grant ta his. bones a grave> 
and. to his ghoft grant reft,, that fulky. Charon may allow 
him now to pafs the, Stygian flood ^ nor he he forced, long^ 
to ikip about with other fpeftres, and frighten you with his 
appearance/* Thus^ Tabby's ghoft, which vanifhed in the: 
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With anxious mind Rofaura awaked, when Aurora had painted 
the. mountains with purple.. The herdfman's horn refounded 
in the bloomy plain. Laborious oxen dragged the plow with 
flow progreffive fteps into the .fields; the early farmer haftenedi 
on his neighing poney through commons and through plow 
land. Thrice did Rofaura pull the bell, which Ihrill and 
Iharp called Betty down^ She came, ftill pale from all her 
nightly terrors; and winged were th£ words of the lady. " Ah,, 
" how could we negledl to bury Tabby ! I faw him in a: 
dream, a wretched wanderer by our negleft. I cannot plead 
for my ingratitude ! Why didffi thou not remind me of his 
" bones, which lie neglefted in the open air, a prey to ravenous 
^* beafts r Fly, to the gardener, order that Re take him from 
** the dunghill, and bury him- under the lime-walk on the 
** river's banks." Thus Rofaura. Betty replied : " I am ftill: 
" fhaking from the terrors of the ghoft: horrid and threat- 
" ening were his looks, when howling he eroded over my way ! 
<« We will bury him direftly, that his apparitions may no longer 
*** difturb us at night/* She had not finifhed when old Raban. 
hobbled in, and leanings oh his thornyrfticki burft out: *' Ah I 
" children, let us bury him! I am dead ftill; for heavens! 
" I faw him too ! like a devil^ his heliifh eyes were fiery, 
« and. his noftrilsfnored. flames-^"— I da. not want to fee. him 

. *« apy. morei .. ;, 
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The Iris of the lady hurried to the gardener, whom flie <hu* 
addrelTed : *^ Come^ follow me, dear Dick, and take .the .body 
" of OUT Tabby from the dunghill. Dig thou a grave for him 
^^ in the lime*walk on the river's banks, that he may frighten 
^' us no longer in the caftle. A florin and jsl glafs of gin ihall 
^ well reward thee for thy trouble/' 

Thus Betty; and Dick followed, quickened by tlie fpirit 
He went diredly to the yard, took Tabby on his {hovel,^ and 
4id interr him in the fhade of the lime-walk» An4 Tabby's wandring 
ihadow haflened down again to hell, where now he mixed in 
the crowds of ghoftsj that ihronged forward to the barge of 
Charon* 
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CANTO IV, 



jAlKD now Rofauni, arm j^rtt bofbm avell witk courage; 
when with the mufe you ventm'e down to hell— —to hell, which 
many times has frightened you when ^kvils in red ftockings and 
with ipangled ihoes danced iunDiifly im the ftage^ when flames 

of 
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of rofih rolled over the paper walls of the abyfs, and black 
finoke arofe from the caverns. If your bright eyes did not lead 
mr through, the ftibterraneous night, I could not daie a fecond 
dbfcent to the gloomy plains of Erebus. To difclofe the accom^ 
pliflied fate of thy Tabby, the embolden-'d mufe attends him over 
the Stygian floods^. 

r ■ 

Charon beheld from afar the ghoff of Tabby coming cfti to thir 
' Banlcs of the river. Knowing his body" was buried, he moved his 
Ikarge to^ ihore and received^ him. The barge ran of itfelftothe 
oppofite fide where Cerberus ; watches the entrance of Orcus. 
Wheui Tabby beheld him, with threc^ heads furioufly gnafhing 
his teeth and barking- at him, he flew back,, bending and 
briftling his back', and fpittin^ and hifling at him in ib antick 
a manner^ that evenr^ ftem Charon's countenance exprefTed a 
dawn of laughing; Cerberus, however, flopped not his fnarling, 
Charon liinded Tabby on- the banks of Tartarus j where flify 
on the tips of his toes be paiTed by Cerberus through the ca- 
vern, to the banks of flaming Phlegethon, which roared with 

» 

fiery floods over the noify rocks. Here- Tabby beheld the 
huge walls of braf^, and the adamantine gates, which lead to 
the dungeon of tortures. On an iron tower, which rifes high 
in the air, at the entrance, fits Tifiphone, watchful and terrible j 
with her whip of fnakes fhe flogs back the: runaways^ who de-- 
ponding, attempted to.fly.from thefe black fields of pain. Tabby 
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ihuddered when he heard the groans ind the flog^g, fKe 
jarring of irOHi alid the tattling of heavy chains^ ^dragged along 
by thofe wretch^B whom Khadamanthus^ the gadge of helU 
lias dM^m^ tti long ahd cruel tortures. At onde with frightful 
yell fprung open the .^aniahtine gates; Ale&o with buriling 
torch Tallied out, laid hold of our Tabby, ind dragged hitn 
fcolding to the ;bar of the judge, when fuddendly ihe xecoUeaed 
him : " Q,'' faid tt^ ** is ijt th^u^ the waim of my vtn- 
^' geancie!? Thou Ihak n^t fee thett the tortures, which rave<- 
^' nouit beofta mwft fuffv for 9^et toig^hprs for Itinow^ tbt 
'^ lions and Mo»dy tigers and panthcirs, #nd all t1io& cpn^ 
'^ qUerors jnd termors ^ the foreft lirfc Codtttcted hctt ift 
*^ di&rent tnaAnets. Wolves are roidfted at ilow£res;; liiieviih 
^^ foxes are kept at fiery chmnt, fte hena atxd . chit^ena be^- 
^< fore them and caoamt tatck ^thenii ; What a«iils it to. the 
:*' ea^ei, the king of birds, th&t he wa) a nionar^ extc^ed 
and praifed by poets and |^ara^es$ he is doomed hefe^ 
for «ver to At a. prifoner in a red . hot cage» (lo btX^or^ thaa 
'^' a robber, thoiigh adored og earth. How could I defcrlbe 

r 

^* to thee the tortures innumarabte, whi^ punish the ra- 
^' venoua beafts^ that are guilty of murther, or prey on ani«* 
'^' mals, haJmleis and nfeful ! This judgmoit does not concerft 
^< theoi lior thofe, that« armtdiWith avenging teeth or fangs or 
^* bills, did employ theih ib ihd public fervice, to the deftruc^ 
^j tion of rermin^ of rats and cf nk^. of fhaka and of liaanlq. 
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*" of fpiders, of fnails and of caterpillars : they roam lierc at fi- 
'" berty, and happy in (hady groves i yet cats muft not deftroy 

m 

*^ the finging birds, the pigeons and chickens, or they ;arc 
** roaftcd with wolves and tortured wiA foxes. Happy f that fate 
'* did proteft thee 1 Purfuc thy journey from this river to the 
^* fields of bkffcd animals. On earth they will raife thee a noble 
^* monument In the lime-walks oii the bank of the brook, and 
'•' tears will be Ihed at thy gravc.^* Thus Aledo. She retired; 
the gates fliut behind her, and fulphurous fmoke and blue flames 
^rofe over the pillars of brafs. And Tabby marched on with 
flolder ftep through many dark paiTages, till he reached the 
fortunate groves, the Weft abodes of gentler annnals. Here 
«igns eternal fpring ; ^ntler 4uns ftied here their mild etheri^ 
emanations ; and bountiful natture has peur'd here her horn of 
abundance over the luxuriant fields. Through bloomy plains 
Il.ethe meanders here in foft flowing waves. Animals quaff 
them and drink oblivion,; tkdr natures are foftened. There 
j)athe the fouls, which fate has ordained to wander into other 
i>odies. Tabby Taw amongft them* the cur, now intended to 
ii^Hdiii: the body of a needy mifer. Souls of parrots played 
there In the floods defigned for philofophers and poets, 
that never will dare to think for themfelves ; there were ftrut- 
:ting fouls of peahens for fine ladies, fouls of i;avens for judges, 
;and fouls of foxes for clerks and attorneys. Thofe of better 
;anii|ials enjojed here peace^ and liberty ^nd reft and ipring 

eternal 
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eternal in their Elyfian fields. The- generous horfe walked free, 
and lively in the meadows^ cool breezes curled his ilying^^ 
mane; he neighed liberty. Bloomy grounds fed. the laborious 
bull, for ever unyoked. The harmlefa innocent fheep (kipped: 
playful on the funay hills>, and cropped the fw:eet r^- 
ward of uM\xl fubmiilion and patience^ Blowing groves 
and fbreft^ founded of various, coloured fongilers* Humming 
birds hung on. the branches- in golden clufters. The nightint- 
gale's fongs re-echoed in the rofy fields> where feeling poetg. 
liftened to their fighsi Canary birds filled with mufic the air.;, 
and the brilliant bird, of the fun (the kingsfiiher) warbled oa. 
the banks of the river. Tabby, quafibd eagerly, the. Lethean^ 
floods and his. rapacious ravenous nature changed to meekntf^^ 
at once. Pleafed he baficed in the funihine. Turtle doves and: 

» 

pigeons fluttered' down, to him , familiar. . He played with them, 
and thus he forgot his psunful death, in eafy expectation,, that: 
once, more he might r£tum to. Ufe» and animate a nobler, body/. 
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CANTO V. 

jReTURN now, Mufe! from, the fubterrancous regions! 
'^nd if thy golden lyre charms folitary hours, and if Rofaura 
honours thee with kind applaufe, hear thou with unconcern, 
what fentence heavy pedants, or fharp critick mifles, or what 
dunces ftifF, in confequential tye-wigs, pronounce againfl: thee. 

Dick had now covered with turf the grave of Tabby. He 
laid his (hovel on his flioulder broad, and went with folenm 
fiience home ; thus Sextons leave the ground with flow and mea- 
fured fteps, well paid, when fome rich mifer*s funeral is over, 
attended by fome Chriflian jews and ufurers. He pafled the 
court yard, when Rofaura faw him 5 and drops of tears (prung 
from her heavenly eyes. Old Raban fympathized with kind 
companion. At laft Rofaura broke the iilence fed : " Go," 
faid (he, " Betty, pay the gardener for the duty he performed 
" to Tabby j and let him fetch fome violets, that ray own hands 
" may ftrew the tomb with flowers." 

So faid, flie took her hat, and pafled the <:ourt-yard with her 
uncle. A row of iacred lime-trees, with fome firs, are planted on 
the cattle's ditch. Their tops are like a foreft in the air ; their 
roots are waflied by the filver flood ; a finer green adorns their 
branches,. A venerable tree, lifts taller than the refl: its proud 
head to the flcies s it branches like a forefl: and is the haunt of 
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the fongfters. Thime and lavender fpread their odour and fweet- 
ened the air^ the fine green carpet is enriched with thoufand 
ranuncules and bright flowers, embroidery which puts all art to. 
blufh. Here lay poor Tabby ; liis lonely grave was fweetly fliaded 
as the tombs of Greece and Rome, where temples were not poifoned 
with the infe6tion of the dead* Around the grave flood fair Ro- 
faura, and her uncle, arid with them Dick the gardner^ Betty and 

black John the ranger. Rofaurairook two handisful of frefli violetfe^ 
and ftrewed them on the favourite- s tomb -, and John the ranger 
took the bugle horn from his flioulders and founded through 
the grove the lamentation of the l^of tfmdn, when poor Pufs 
or when old* Reyndrd falls. It rouzed the dogs.. They chimed 
in; and the cats met on the roofs and mewed in difharmonious 

tones to the dirge of their faithful companion ; whilft the rats 

\ ■ • • • 

and the mice in their holes, rejoiced and gambord on the fall of 
dread Tabby. At laft Rofaura turning from the grave, was 
heard to fay, " Reft undiftui'bed ia the fhade of the- lime'!. 
" Had the Mufes adorned my brow with their bays> or in^ 
*^ ftrufted fomebody: of this village in the language of Gods,, 

" thy name (hould go. to 'ftars, be exalted to the *fkies, and 

* 

•^ be beloved and dear to pofterity.'* Thus Rofaura,^ whea 
returning to her apartment*. 
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But Fame," with her trumpet, went through the village and 
funk down on the cottage of the chureh-clerk, who, with 
gravity majeftic was teaching the children of the village. They 
hummed and ftanunered in noify confufion,- their repeated hard 
leffons of fpelling. Him the Goddefs approached and addreffed : 
" Thou favourite of Apollo, art thou filent at the death of her 
" ladyfhip's Tabby? Canft thou negledt thus this* call for celebrity 
** immortal ? Was nature fb lavifh in vain with her gift, thy poe- 
" tical talent^ which thou fo often exerted in New-years-day 
" rhimes^ or poetical infcriptions of houfes and of barns ? What 

prevents thee at prefent from making fome verfes iiji honour 

of Tabby ?': 
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Thus fhe. kindled the poetical fire in the breaft of the clerk, 
who arofe from his cracking 4hrone, which was made of reed. 
He proclaimed a furlough or holiday to his noify congrega- 
tion. As the herd of goflipping geefe, purfued by a playful- 
%anid, wing their vociferous flight over the. pond into the reeds y 
thus the boys thronged noify from the mufty prifon, and flew to^ 
the place, where the elaftic ball was driven. into the air, with 
fhouting and jubilee. But the fchoolmafler laid down his;fafces,, 
his birch rod and his hazel ftick: he fixed them againft the 
fweating windows. Left to himfelf, he took hts mi^gic pen j, 
with wrinkled brow he rolled his eyes, ar*l launched into deep > 
meditations for rhimes. Three timcs.he threw his half^eaten pen: 
to. the ground y three tiijaes ^he invoked the. mufes. and his die* 

tionary* 
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tionary of rhimcs. At laft he ftarted up with delight ; well pleafed 
le read to tl^ aftonifhed walls his epitaph of Tabby. Kind Mufe, 
thoia knowcft it j rchearfe it to aftertimcs, if thou be not afraid 

of tlie jingle of rhimes, which are as follows : 

* 
Here lieth in facred reft 
Alasl now dead and blef!", 
A faithful TABBY, nob,le by dercent, 
A good companion and a fteady friend^ 
Full well dcferv^ing of a Monument ; 

For he flood high in Lady Rosey*s grace, . 
Which proved h« worth, his virtue, and his praifc. 
In fiofiour of bis name I wrote this down. 
The well-known parifli-clerk, John Matthiew Frown. 

And he wrote it clean, painting rather than writing, on folemn 
paper, ornamented with ' black ec^es, with fkulis and with bones. 
He gave a brufh to his wig, and haftened in the pride of an au- 
thor to the manor, where with countenaiice grave and an aukward 
bow he humbly delivered his fcroll into the lady's own hands. 
Smiling (he pemfed his rhimes, and added : ^' In honour of Tabby 
^* I will have it. in marble, a monument of his fate. Two 
** filver dollars muft reward the worthy poet." She faid it, and 
fent the ranger to the mafbn, who cut it in marble. It covers 
the tomb, which is ftiut n6w for ever. The vifitor fees i% well 
pleafed, and curious wanderers tell of the eloquent ftone in their 
countries. Thus Tabby's name was exalted to the ftarss and 
lateft pofterity will refound his Fame. 
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